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HEAVY JAPANESE SEA 
LOSSES 
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DRIVING west from Rangoon, Japanese forces are yo! gg im 6 


towards 


Bassein, i : SiET 
with Mandaday ait th as statis eo river, road and rail li 


oad. 


Defending and invading forces are now marshglling their 
resources for the expected battle for Central Burma, for which 
the Japanese are racing against the rains expected in two 


months time. 


In New Guinea, Australian and American Air Forces 
have attacked the Japanese invasion fleet off Salamaua, sinking 


four ships and 


maging many others. 


The Australian Federal Government dc:s not deny the 
report that a Japanese convoy is heading for Port Moresby, the 


oft-raided ‘ base, from 


which the 


Japanese could menace 


Australia’s Torres Strait life-line. 


According to a Japanese Navy spokesman, Britain has sent 
two battleships and two aircraft-carriers to the Indian Ocean. 


which authoritative London circles describe as 


as ed 
uncovered 


waters, where attacks against Allied trade and transport may be 
expected, and where Japanese submarines are now operating. 


According to Dr. Van Mook, fighting is still goi 


Java, where 
prisoners.— (Reuter.) 


Reuter’s Correspondent with the 
British Forces in Burma states: With 
almost the whole of Burma’s modern 
facilities in the form of supplies based 
on Rangoon, the loss of the port 
virtually decapitates the country, 
apart from the blow it means for 
China and the menace for India. 
Situated in a pocket of land, with only 
two outlets—to the north of Burma 
and the sea behind—Rangoon was very 
difficult to defend, and never possessed 
land fortifications in any way capable 
of withstanding a siege. It was im- 
possible even to consider turning the 
port into a second Tobruk, and evacua- 
tion with complete demolition was the 
only alternative. Nevertheless, when 
the end came, it came with almost 
startling suddenness. There is evidence 
to suggest that the Japanese have 
acquired considerably more mechanidil 
transport than it was believed they 
possessed. Once they had passed Pegu, 
which they never attempted to capture, 
but merely side-tracked, they advanced 
down the main road from Pegu to 
Rangoon with uncanny rapidity. Even 
the Rangoon-Prome road became un- 
safe, for small bodies of Japanese 
worked their way 70 miles across the 
hilly jungle country to Tharrawaddy, 
where they shot up passing traffic until 
they themselves were mopped up by 
our forces. The loss of Rangoon 
entails a complete reorganisation of 
our defences in Burma, which hitherto 
have pfimarily been based on the 
necessity of holding the capital. 


RANGOON QUIET 


NEW DELHI, Wednesday. —'I'he 
Army Headquarters communiqué states : 
“There has been no fresh news of the 
fighting on the central front since yes- 
terday. “With reference to last night's 
communiqué, the civil administration 
in the delta has been withdrawn owing 
to Japanese landings in that area. This 
withdrawal was carried out prior to 
these landings.’’ 

TOKYO, Wednesday.— Peace and 
order have now been completely re- 
stored in Rangoon and life is rapidly 
returning to normal, says a Dome cor- 
respondent. 


BERLIN, Wednesday.—The sugges- 


tion that Britain has sent two battle- 
ships and two aircraft carriers to the 
Indian Ocean is made by Captain 
Hiraide, Japanese Navy spokesman, 
according to a Tokyo despatch. He 
says: ““‘The British Fleet has no longer 
a safe corner and must retire to 
Bombay. The naval forces which 
Britain, America and the Netheriands 
still possess in the South Pacific, with 
Port Darwin as base, are of no signifi- 
cance to the Japanese Fleet. The 
Japanese Navy, in contrast, is strong 
enough to extend further its operations, 
Already Japan dominates the Pacific, 
and the day will come when the Pacific 
and the Indian Ocean will be ‘the 
new Japanese sea.’ It is already clear 
to-day that the year 1942 has decided 


okyo yesterday cl 


i ing on in 
aimed to have captured 60,000 


the issue of the war, although the war 
of Great Asia will, perhaps, go on for 
years. "—( Reuter.) 


FIGHTING STILL 
MELBOURNE, Wednesday. — ‘So 


far as I know, fighting is going on 
west and east of Bandoeng and in ‘East 
Java and also other islands,” said Dr. 


van Mook, Lieut Governor-General of. 


the Dutch East Indies, in an interview. 

“Most of Sumatra is still unoccupied. 
The troops have instructions that they 
must fight on. Even if Bandoeng is 
captured it would be wrong to suppose 
that the whole of the Indies is overrun 
by the Japanese, although no one in 
his right senses supposes that they will 
hold out indefinitely. 

‘“* Bandoeng has fallen; there was no 
point in exposing it to the possibility 
of destruction.”’ 


U.S. CRUISER SUNK 


CANBERRA, Wednesday. — An 
Australian official announcement states 
that the known results of the R.A.A.F. 
raid on the Japanese New Guinea 
invasion fleet at Salamaua yesterday 
were two Japanese ships sunk, four set 
on fire and one beached. Two other 
Japanese vessels were thought to have 
been damaged.—(Associated Press.) 

á SYDNEY, aba Twelve 

apanese- ¥v : ‘ 
out a dayli 44 raid on Port Moresby 
for the third successive day, says the 
correspondent of the Sydney Herald. 
This was its eleventh raid since Papua 
was invaded. The raiders concentrated 
on military targets, but caused no 
casualties and negligible damage.— 
(Reuter. ) 

The U.S. Cruiser Marblehead, sunk 
in the Indian Ocean on March 2, was 
first damaged by Japanese naval units 
off Java on February 4, and again off 
Java during operations lasting from 
February 27 until March 1. Learning 
that the Marblehead was “ fleeing in 
the direction of Australia,” it was 
added, naval units gave chase, and on 
March 2 shelled her heavily, She sank 
amid deafening explosions only seven 
minutes later.—(Reuter.) 

WASHINGTON, Wednesday.—The 
U.S. War Department communique 
says :—‘‘ Philippine Theatre. — The 
situation in the Bataan peninsula is 
unchanged. There was no air or ground 
activity in the past 24 hours. The posi- 
tion occupied by both sides has, ap- 
parently, become temporarily stabilised. 

‘* New Guinea.—Eight heavy Ameri- 
can bombers raided enemy shipping in 
the harbour at Salamau, New Guinea, 
on March 10. This force dropped 18 
tons of bombs on hostile vessels in the 
harbour, leaving two Japanese’ ships 
sinking, four on fire, and one beached 
on shore. All our 'planes returned un- 
damaged. Nothing is reported from 
other areas.’’—(Reuter.) 
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Look through your linen cupboard now, 
and replenish it while good Sheets are 
still available at reasonabie prices. You'll 
find them a good investment tater on. 


will appreciate the sterling 
and obvious durability of 
moment 
handle them. Lovely snow-white 
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M® A. P. REYNOLDS, recently 
appointed Chairman by the 
Government under Emergency 
Order, bas at the annual meet- 
ing of the Great Southern Railways' 
shareholders, in the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, yesterday. 

The four diréctors appointed by the 
old Board, under the terms of the 
Order, as representatives oí the share- 
holders were—the Right Hon. James 
MacMahon, P.C.; Mr. J. P. Goodbody, 
Dr. W. Lombard Murphy and Major 
Hugh A. Henry. Also present on the 
platform were: Messrs. W. H. Morton, 
H. G. Boardman (Secretary), E. C. 
Bredin, Ww. Gordon Bradle 
(Law Agent), and Hartnell Smit 
(Accountant). 

Mr. Reynolds said that he occupied 
the chair by virtue of his appointment 
by the Government under Statute. His 
duties were purely formal at that 
meeting—putting to the shareholders 
motions for the appointment of 
directors; the report and statement of 
accounts; to pass the dividend recom- 
mended in the report; to submit a 
motion covering the election of share- 
holders’ auditor, and other motions of 
which notice had been received. 


and it was agreed, that the seal of 
the company be affixed to the Register 
of Proprietors. 

Moving the adoption of the report 
and statement of accounts, Major 
Henry said that his fellow-directors 
and he had nothing to add to, or 
deduct from, their statement already 
issued regarding the recent Statutory 
Order of the Government; nor had 
they, in existing circumstances, any 
remarks beyond rejoicing at the 
successful results of the year’s opera- 
tions, conducted as they had been in 
face of unprecedented difficulties. 

Dr. Lombard Murphy formaliy 
seconded the motion. 

Dr. L. G. Sherlock, who said that 
his doctor had forbidden him to make 
a speech, handed in two questions to 
the chairman. The first referred to 
paragraph 5 of the directors’ state- 
ment, and asked: “Were they 
justified in believing that the Emer- 
gency Order taking control of the 
railways was based on the belief that 
the company’s activities must be 
employed in the interests of the public, 
even if that involved neglect of the 
interests of the shareholders, and that, 
in fact, the action taken in 1941 pro- 
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are: Mr. J. 
Lyme), Mr. 


tected the interests of the shareholders 
as against those of the public in time 
of emergency’? Secondly, assuming this 
view to be correct, could the chairman, 
representing the Government, give any 
indication that, if and when the emer- 
gency period had passed, the Govern- 
ment will take the negessary steps to 
secure for the shareholders a reasonable 
return for their invested money?” 
‘(Shareholders: ‘‘ Hear, hear.’’) 


, STOCKHOLDERS’ VIEWS. 


Colonel The O’Callaghan, speaking on 
behalf of the Stockholders’ Association, 
said that there was a state of emer- 
gency, and drastic powers had 
rightly been taken by the Govern- 
ment. Their- Shareholders’ Asso- 
ciation had not been consulted 
either by the Government or the 
directors. He asked them to bear in 
mind that in the sister isle across the 
water, where the Government had taken 
control, the Big Four had been con- 
sulted and a sum put aside for the 
shareholders. He would like to know 
was the same condition to operate for 
their shareholders here, or was their 
property to be confiscated for the dura- 
tion of the emergency—— 

Voices—And afterwards. 

Colonel The O’Callaghan said that 
they did not know how long the emer- 
gency might last. Their Prime Minister 
had said recently that it might last 
four years. Were the shareholders pre- 
pared to lie out of dividends for that 
period. [(“ No, no.’’) He thought that 
their new chairman should present 
these matters in the proper quarters. 
The question of war damage could only 
be settled at the end of the emergency. 
If, he said, we are making a last stand 
as stockholders let it be a good, plucky 
stand. 

Mr. Eoin O'Mahony, Cork, said that 
their association accepted the decision 
of the Government and they had never 
directed a word against the directors. 
The shareholders should insist on pay- 
ment of the Ordinary dividend, which 
had not been paid for the last eleven 
years. 


CHAIRMAN’S REPLY . 
The Chairman, replying, said that he 
was quite sure that Dr. Sherlock and 
the shareholders would understand that 
he could not answer the two questions 
handed in. Perhaps they should be 
addressed to somebody else. I cannot, 
he added, answer them here to-day. 
Other matters raised, he said, referred 
to things which had happened under 
the direction of the Board of Directors 
that had been dissolved, but perhaps 
Major Henry might be kind enough to 
answer some of those about coal and 
redeemable stock. 

Major Henry said that the accounts 
were presented in statutory form. 

In repl to Major Fitzgerald 
Lombard, he said that arrangements 
had been made to redeem the 1942 
Redeemable Stock as required. 

The report and statement of accounts 
were adopted. 

Two nominations were put forward 
for the position of shareholders’ auditor, 
viz., Sir Stanley Harrington, P.C. 
(retiring) and Mr. Paul Carroll 
(auditor), College Green, Dublin. 

A poll was demanded and taken. 

Mr. Eoin O'Mahony took exception to 
the use of proxy votes by the Board, 
and said that the vote should be 
confined, as in the case of the Great 
Northern Railway, to those at the meet- 
ing. He proposed that the directors be 
requested in future to refrain from 
solmiting proxy votes in their own 
favour, as such a course would make 
for good-will at the annual meetings, 
and would ultimately increase the 
authority of the management. 

The motion was seconded, and when 
put to the meeting a poll was also 
demanded and took place. 

Colonel The O'Callaghan then pro- 

ed a further motion that in future 
the directors should issue their rt 
and statement of accounts at least 
twenty-one days before the annual 
general meeting, and that the chair- 
man’s statement should be printed and 
circulated with the accounts, as is the 
increasing practice with a number of 
companies. i 


Fitzgerald Lombard, but the 

“á mb ao as ultra — 
: e er appointi im 
chairman. FE SS 
Mr. O’Mahony—Does that, mean that 
you are not going to make any state- 
ment this time twelve months! 

The Chairman—No, sir; it does not 
a á such thing at all. 

: airman said that the meeting 
stood acpraied. for the taking of the 
li until Wednesday, 25th March, at 
p.m. at Kingsbridge. 


Three new Labour M.P.s were re- 

ned. posed yesterday. They 
. Mack (Newcastle-under- 
William 


, Nesukecn band Só William - 
oster (Wigan), 4 


Major ‘Henry, at the outset proposed, | 
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e motion was seconded by Major 
iholeeret; 


Estate 


(Vice-President) and Mr. 


‘THURSDAY. 


At yesterd annu anál of the Irish Auctioneers’ and 
Acetite Aiiheiaiiih in the Clarerice Hotel, Dublin. 
From left: Mr. A. Haslett (Vice-President), Mr. S. Corry 
W. P. Smith (Navan), new 


President. 
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BIG CORK FIRE 


for the past twenty years. 


Alexander Grant and Company (owned 
by Messrs. T. Lyons and Co.), which 
fronts te Grand Parade, was totally 
destroyed with all its stock, while the 
adjacent shop of Messrs. J. 8, Wolfe 
was also completely gutted. On the 
other side of the street the premises 
known as the Man’s Shop was badly 
damaged, the upper storey being 
burned out. At the rear of Grant's 
premises, off Market lane, the 
butcher’s shop of Mr. John Nagle was 
burned to the ground, while serious 
damage was also caused to another 
victualler’s premises, a licensed 
premises known as the Vineyard, and 
the Oyster Cabin. 

The outbreak was not noticed until 

.m. - As it was the weekly half- 
holiday, and as all the premises were 
locked up, the fire obviously had been 
under way for some time before the 
alarm was given, and in a very short 
time afterwards Grant's premises 
facing the Grand Parade was a mass 
of flames. 


MILITARY CALLED OUT 


All sections of the Fire Brigade were 
called out, as were the Auxiliary fire 
services, the Local Security Force, and 
other . volunteer and emergenc 
services, while shortly before 6 o clock 
the military were summoned, and 
about two hundred armed. soldiers 
cordoned off the “entire rict. > For 
a time it appeared as if the entire 
block between Patrick street and 
Grand Parade would 'have been de- 
stroyed. Employés of the numerous 
lock-up... shops in this block, who 
gathered with the crowd, formed a 
chain, along which was passed a con- 
tinuous stream of important items of 
stock and equipment. This was piled 
in the street, and subsequently carted 
away in a hastily assembled fleet of 
motor and horse-drawn, lorries. In 
this way the contents of the Central 
Boot Stores, on the Grand Parade, one 
of the largest in Cork, was almost 
entirely removed. As it happened, the 
fire did not spread to this shop, 
although the adjacent shop of Messrs. 
Wolfe was gutted. 


FLATS EMPTIED 


On the Patrick street side similar 
efforts were made to save the stocks, 
and people living in flats above the 
‘lock-up shops threw down to the people 
below a cascade of suit cases, clothes, 
boots, shoes, and all sorts of articles 
used in their homes, Carcases of 
mutton and huge joist: of beef were 
rushed out by other volunteers along 
the lane leading to the Meat Market. 
At one stage the flat-dwellers near the 
centre of the fire were ordered to 
leave, and there was excitement when 
Mrs. Mary Moriarty, a 76-year-old bed- 
ridden Jady, had to be carried down 
to safety from her home in Meat 
Market lane by Civic Guard Cook. 


£15,000 STOCK 
DESTROYED 


The most extensive damage was that 
done to Grant’s huge warehouse, the 
Patrick street section of which was 
totally gutted. Mr. R 8. White, of 
this firm, said that the most serious 
aspect of the fire was that about 
£15,000 worth of stock, which in pre- 
sent circumstances was irreplaceable, 
had been lost. There are between forty 
and fifty re in the firm’s Grand 
Parade warehouse. It was hoped, said 
Mr. White, that they would be able 
t3 carry on with as many employés as 
possible. by using their undamaged 
Patrick street premises. The difficulty 
with regard to stock replacements, 
however, was serious. 

The fire was well under control at 
7.30 p.m., but as late as 10 o’clock 
some parts of the buildings were still 
smouldering and occasional blazes 
could be seen. 

_ Forty cases of persons suffering from 


TIRPITZ ATTACKED BY 
AIR TORPEDO 
RAID. ON CONVOY FOILED 


Tirpitz, mightiest battleship in 
i lerman Navy and sister ship of 
the Bismarck, has been seeehhod á by 
British naval torpedo aircraft. 

An Admiralty communiqué yesterday 
stated :— 

“‘As a result of reconnaissance, it 
became known that the German battle- 
ship Tirpitz had left Trondheim and 
was proceet in a northerly direction 

van) coast of Norway. 

‘Ont the morn z of Monday, March. 
9, the Tirpitz was ‘ocated and attacked 
with torpedoes by naval aircraft. It 
was not possible to observe in detail 
the result of this attack, but the 
Tirpitz was last seen retiring under 
cover of a heavy smokescreen towards 
the Norwegian coast, Our surface 


forces did not succeed in ing con- 
tact with the enemy, but warn Sa 


ito attack our convoy was frustrated. 


“ Two of our aircraft did not return 
from the attack on the Tirpitz.”’ a 
The Press Association says:—Unless 
the Tirpitz returns quickly to her base 
a chase as thrilling as that which led 
to the sinking of her sister ship will 


| soon be in full swing 


News of.the attack comes within a 
few hours of the announcement by Mr. 
A. V; Alexander, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, that the Navy soon would 
have a very much sens, povectel and 
ch could 
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WAREHOUSES AND 
SHOPS DESTROYED 


ah 


SE anás pronto of pounds’ worth of valuable property was destroyed, 
and large quantities of irreplaceable goods were burned, yesterday 
evening in one of the most destructive fires that has occurred in Cork 


i 
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minor burns were given first-aid treat- 
ment by members of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade and Red Cross. 
These were mostly caused by falling 
embers during the fire. 


BIG FIRE IN CLONMEL 


The three-storey lock-up premises of 
Messrs. Suttons, Ltd., at Gladstone 
street, Clonmel, with their contents, 
were completely destroyed by fire 
yesterday. The outbreak was first 
observed in the early morning, and 
members of the military, Corporation 
and local auxiliary fire services -“ their 
united efforts succeeded in preventing 
the spread of flames to adjoining pre- 
mises or to Messrs. Suttons’ stores at 
the rear. Two members of the auxiliary 
service had narrow escapes when the 
gable end of the burning building 
collapsed and tons of masonry fell into 
the passage-way. 


as 


THE DAIL 


The Dail met at Leinster 
House at 3 p.m. yesterday, 
and adjourned at 9.30 p.m. 
until to-day. 
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HAS DONE 


£642,500,000 VALUE OF 
AID GIVEN 


AM ean lg rod Wednesday.— 
“The offensive, which the 
united nations must, and will, drive 
into the heart of the Axis, would 
take the entire strength that we 
possess,’ said President Roosevelt 
in a message to Congress. 

The President said: “ The war can 
only be won by contact with our 
enemies, and by attack upon - them. 
That takes time; for the nnited nations 
need more, and still more, equipment 
and transportation. Success will come 
dearly at the price of defeats and 
losses.”’ ” 

Lease-lend was the prime mechanism 
through which the united nations were 
pooling their entire resources, and since 
the original lease-lend law was signed 
the total value of aid given by America 
to the Allies was £642,500,000. This 
was made up not only of military 
items, such as guns, tanks and air- 
craft, but also included raw materials, 
machinery, food and ships. 


WHERE HELP WENT 


A report to Congress on lease-lend 

affairs refers to the American military 
missions to Russia, China, North 
Africg and Iran, which are seeing that 
the material delivered is properly 
serviced and maintained aiter its 
arrival, The major assignment of the 
Russian mission, says the report, is 
to instruct Russia’s soldiers in the use 
of American-made weapons, and to 
decide the types of aid America can 
best supply. The mission to China is 
to help to equip and train a huge army 
for mechanised warfare; improve the 
Burma Road; construct the Yunnan- 
Burma mh evacuate supplies re- 
ceived from Rangoon to the interior; 
divert ships to other ports; surveying 
alternative transportation routes ; 
develop communications; instruct 
Chinese __troo in field artillery, 
chemical warfare and medicine, and 
assist the “ flying tigers’ of the 
American volunteer group to obtain 
the needed material and supplies. 
_ The North African Mission is estab- 
lishing repair shops for automotive and 
engineering equipment tanks, ordnance 
and aircraft; improving port facilities 
and salvaging scuttled Axis ships. 

he Iranian Mission is improving 
transport and communications from 
Baghdad to Agra in India and from 
Iraq. to Teheran. Pipelines, ordnance 
workships and food canning factories 
are being constructed, and more mili- 
tary dépots and repair shops are being 
planned. 


SHIPS REPAIRED 


Over 1,000 cargo ships flying foreign 
flags had: been fbainet ona refitted - 
American - yards out of _lease-lend 
funds. Many new ships had been de- 
livered and “ billions more dollars have 
been appropriated for the next section 
of the bridge of ships,” saya the re- 
port. Lease-lend is enlarging facilities 
at, a number of Indian ports, and build- 
ing machinery and railway “material 
have gone to Burma. 

To pave the road to Russia, lease- 
lend ‘is’ expanding the unloading, 
storage and camera, Á facilities on the 
Persian Gulf and improving the Persian 
railways, while railway locomotives 
have been sent to Russia, the Middle 
East and Australia, American air 
ferries have been established to the 
British Isles, North Africa, the Middle 
Sal uit Australia, and in in gap” 
iate future large ca "planes wi 
bear some of the ar cig of keeping up 
deliveries to the Chinese. 

The President said: ‘‘ Had not the 
nations fighting aggression - been 
stren ac and. sustained — their 
armed forces with weapons, their fac- 
tories with materials, their people with 
food—our p y ve . position 
might, crú be desperate. ut, for 
the continued resistance of these stead- 
fast peoples, the full force uf the 
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INDIA 


, 


TO SEEK CONSTITUTIONAL 


SETTLEMENT 
i i 


IR STAFFORD CRIPPS, Lord 
Privy Seal and Leader of the 
House of Commons, is to go to India 
with the British Government’s new 
proposals for a final solution of the 
constitutional problem. 

Mr. Churchill, making this announce- 
ment in the House of Commons yester- 
day, said: “ The crisis in the affairs 
of India arising out of the Japanese 
advance has,made ts wish to rally all 
the forces of Indian life to guard their 
land from the mefiace of the invader.” 

Recalling the Government’s declara- 
tion concerning dominion status, made: 
in August, 1940, Mr. Churchill said : 
“In order to clothe these general 
declarations with precision, and to con- 
vince all classes, races and creeds in 
India of our sincere resolve, the War 
Cabinet have agreed unitedly upon 
conclusions for present and future 
action, which, if accepted by India as 
a whole, would avoid the alternative 
dangers, either that resistance of a 

owerful minority might impose an 
indefinite veto upon the wishes of the 
majority, or that a majority decision 
might be taken which would be resisted 
to a int destructive of internal 
harmony, and fatal to the setting up 
of a new constitution. 

“We had thought of setting forth 
immediately the terms of this attempt 
of a strong contribution to aid India 
in the. realisation of full self-govern. 
ment. We should ill-serve the common 
cause if we made a declaration which 
would be rejected by essential elements 
in the Indian world, and which would 
provoke fierce communal disputes at 
the moment when the enemy is at the 
gates of India.”’ 

There were loud cheers when Mr. 
Churchill announced that Sir Stafford 
Cripps had volunteered to undertake 
the task of satisfying himself upon the 
spot that the conclusions on which the 
War Cabinet were agreed, and which 
they believed represented a just and 
final solution, would achieve their 


purpose. : 
FULL CONFIDENCE 


“Sir Stafford carries with him the 
full confidence of the Government,” 
said Mr. Churchill, ““and he has, in 
their name, to procure the necessary 
measure of assent not only from the 
Hindu majority, but also from those 
reat minorities, among which the 
foslems are the most numerous and on 
many grounds pre-eminent. He will, 
at the same time, consult with the 
Viceroy and Commander-in-Chief upon 
the military situation, bearing always 
in mind the paramount responsibility of 
the British Government by every means 
in their power to shield the people of 
India from the perils which beset them. 

“India has a great part to play in 
the world struggle for freedom, and her 
help must be extended in loyal comrade- 
ship to follow the Chinese people who 
have fought alone so long. fades is one 
or the bases “from “the strom 
counter-blows must be struck at the 
advance of tyranny and aggression.”’ 

Mr. Anthony Eden, Foreign Secre- 
tary, will act as Leader of the House 
during the absence of Sir Stafford 
Cripps,, who will leave as soon as suit- 
able arrangements can be made. 

Mr. Churchill concluded with ‘a plea 
that the success of the mission should 
not. be impeded by debates either in 
Britain or in India. 


TALKS MAY LAST A MONTH 


Sir Stafford Cripps’s mission to India 
may be completed in a month or six 
weeks, says the Press Association 
Lobby Correspondent. This is a sur- 
prise, as it was expected that negotia- 
tions would take at least three months. 
Agreement on the British Government’s 
proposals in the briefest possible time 
is a vital consideration, and I under- 
stand that Sir Stafford Cripps will be 
given wide powers to negotiate on de 
tails of proposals. 


LATE NEWS 


GERMAN CLAIM 


LONDON, Thursday.—German Radio 
claimed to-night that a British battle- 
ship, an aircraft carrier, a cruiser, two 
destroyers and a submarine had arrived 
in a damaged condition at Gibraltar 
with wounded on board.—(The Asso- 
ciated Press.) 


CENTRAL BANK BILL 
LABOUR PARTY’S MOTION 


On the motion for the second reading 
of the Central Bank B* , which has 
been fixed for the meeting of the Dail 
on March 25, the following amendment 
will: be moved on behalf of the Labour 
Party. It stands in the names of 
a Wm. Nozton, M. J. Keyes, 
and Wm. Davin :— 

“That this House refuses to give a 
second reading to the Central Bar 
Bill, 1942, on the grounds that— 

(a) The bill does not, provide that the 
monetary authority, established 
thereunder, will be amenable to the 
authority of the Oireachtas ; 

The bill contains no provision for 
removing the limitation on the 
issué of currency by the Irish 
monetary authority imposed by the 
Currency Act, 1927; 

It is not possible for the proposed 
Bank v-ithin the framework of the 
bill to discharge the function and 
duty of safeguarding the integrity 
of the currency or of promoting 
the welfare of the people as a 
whole, and 

The bill fails to make provision for 
the prometion of such reorganisa- 
tion of the national economy as 
would enable the Government to 
provide full employment at proper 
wages for the thousarfds of people 
who are out of works, cause 4 
cessation of involuntary emigra- 
tion, put an end to poverty, and 
enable the people in rural Ireland 
to derive a decent livelihood from 
sm” efhcient, cultivation oí the 
land. '' 


CALL TO BELFAST 


A call was made to the Rev. J. C. 
Breakey, B.A., of Abbey Presbyterian 
Church, Dublin, by the congregation of 
Fortwilliam Park, Belfast, at a congre- 
gational meeting held last night. e 
vacancy is due to the retirement, of the 
Rev. A. Lyle Harrison, B.A 7 


BLACK MARKET—14 YEARS 


and plans for dealing with the “‘ man 
behind the scenes ” who organises illicit 
transactions, were announced in the 
House of Commons, London, yesterday, 
by the Home. Secretary, Mr. Herbert 
Morrison. Maximum imprisonment on 
summary conviction has been raised 
from three months to twelve, and penal 
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enemy might be battering ct our 
own ports and gateways.’ S Peuter and © 
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Heavier penalties for black marketers; | 


us FO! RUSSIANS PIERCE 
“STRAUSS LINE” 


) 


ciation and Reuter.) 


The Russian troops launched a sudden 
attack between two villages, gained 
two rapid miles, and cut the German 
communications. Artillery firing at 
point-blank range warded off five coun- 
ter-attacks, and the breach in the line 
was consolidated. 

It is on this front that the Germans 
are clinging to Rzhev, south-west of 
Kalinin, and the northern corner of the 
shrinking German “‘bulge,’’ between 
Smolensk and Moscow. 

Russian reports reflect the vast 
laborious operations which the Soviet 
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N.B.B.L. 


N.B.B.L. (the National 
Bread - for - Breakfast - Only 
League) will be launched on 
Saturday next, when the 
names of its two patrons and 
its first member will be 
announced. 

Sponsored by the “ Irish 
Times,” the gue s object 
is to encourage all who can 
do so to eat bread only at 
breakfast or at any other one 
meal daily. 

The terms of the pledge are 
simple. When you have 
studied them during the week- 
end, you can decide whether 
or not you wish to qualify for 
the League badge. A special 

.B.B.L. poster is now being 
designed by Sean Keating, 
R.H.A. 


EIRE FIRE BRIGADE 


SERVICES IN BELFAST 


NO PAYMENT SOUGHT 
FOR COST 


The authorities in the North of 
Ireland, who have expressed a desire 
to meet the cost of services rendered 
in Belfast by the Dublin Corporation 
Fire Brigade, and the brigades of other 
local authorities, following the air- 
raids in the Northern capital last year, 
have been officially informed that it 
was not at any time contemplated that 
payment should be sought for the 

services rendered, and that the re- 
3 sponsible authorities bere were glad-té 
be able to render every assistance in 
their power on the occasion. 

This was revealed by Mr. 8. T. 
O’Kelly, Minister for Finance, in the 
Dail LE mg 6 in reply to a question 
by Mr. Sean Brady (F.F., Co. Dublin). 

The Minister added—Í may say that, 
in asking for information as to the 
expenditure involved, the Northern 
authorities have made it clear that 
they regard the services rendered by 
our Fire Brigades in Belfast as not 
measurable on a cash basis, and have 
expressed the hope of being able to 
repay the services in kind should the 
need, unfortunately, ever arise. 

‘Hear, hear,” from all sides of the 
House. 


MALTING FOR BREWING 


Malting of barley for brewing for the 
home market has oeen resumed. This 
was announced in the Dail yesterday 
by the Minister for Agriculture, Dr. 
J. Ryan, who added that it has not 
been found possible, in view of other 
requirements, to authorise distillers to 
resume malting. 


M OSCOW, Wednesday.—Red Army infantrymeg of General 
‘4 = Zhukov’s North-Western Armies 
‘’ Strauss Line, a powerful system of heavily-fortified villages 
on the Kalinin front, which Herr 
German troops to “* hold at all costs.’ 


have broken through the 


Hitler had ordered the 


_ Spread through open country near a “‘ certain populated 
int, this powerful defence system is so designed that gaps 
tween villages—each a miniature fortress of wire and concrete 
—are roe by the fire from the outskirts.— (Press Asso- 


High Command is developing with 
machine-like precision. Siberian troops, 
fed by constant streams of material, 
are in the vanguard of new gains on 
all major fronts. 

MOSCOW, Wednesday.—A -minute 
battle hetween a Soviet battery and 18 
German tanks, in which 11 tanks were 
disabled, is described in a despatch to 
Pravda from the Southern front. ‘The 
Germans, had broken through positions 
held by Soviet infantry and were ap- 
proaching a camouflaged battery. They 
were allowed to approach as close as 
possible. Then, when ten tanks were 
near and more were appearing from 
behind a hill, the battery fired. The 
tanks did not disperse, but opened 
simultaneous fire from their 18 guns 
and 56 machine-guns, which kept up a 
non-stop thunder of fire. Clouds of 
earth and fragments of broken 
machinery flew in the air. The re- 
maining German tanks withdrew, not 
waiting to take in tow the eleven 
which had been disabled.—(Reuter.) 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 


MOSCOW, Wednesday.—To-night’s 
Soviet communiqué, quoted by Moscow 
radio, says :— 

“On March 10th, 19 German ’planes 
were destroyed Our losses were five 
planes.’’— ( Reuter.) 

A special announcement of the Soviet 
High Command, quoted by Moscow 
radio, says that between February 5 
and March 8 277 German ‘planes were 
brought down or destroyed on aero- 
dromes on the Kalinin front. Seventy- 
eight tanks and 172 guns were cap- 
tured; 161 inhabited localities were re- 
captured, and the Germans lost 49,700 
eva and men.—(Reuter.) 


RECRUITING FOR CIVIC 
. GUARD 


Recruitment for the Civic Guards, 
to supply normal wastage, will be re- 
opened shortly. Details as to condi- 
tions, pay, etc., will. be officially an- 
nounced during the coming week. All 
such members of the Taca Siochana 
considered suitable by the Commis- 
sioner will be absorbed into the per- 
manent force. In addition, 100 re- 
cruits will be taken from the defence 
forces, L.D.F., L.S.F. and A.R.P. All 
candidates will have to pass examina- 
tion conducted by the Civil Service 
Commissioners. The age limits will 
be 19 to 23, instead of 19 to 27 as for- 
“merly, Recrimting for the pi ent 
force ceased in 1935. The Taca were 
recruited in 1959-40. The total present 
strength of the permanent force, in- 
cluding all ranks, is about 7,000. 


BULL SALE PRICES 


A return of the Royal -Dublin 
Society’s bull sales, furnished by 
Messrs. Gavin Low, Ltd., the 
auctioneer, shows that £32,835 was 
realised this year, as compared with 
£35,415 in 1940 and £37,042 in 1938. 

The average price for pedigree beef 
shorthorns, of which 120 were sold, 
was £71, as compared with £39 in 1940; 
pedigree dairy shorthorns, of which 134 
were sold, £73, compared with £58 in 
1940; non-pedigree dairy shorthorns, of 
which 15 were sold, £61, compared 
with £32 in 1940; pedigree Aberdeen- 
Angus, of which 91 were sold, £48, 
compared with £32 in 1940, and Here- 
ford, of which 150 were sold, £62, 
compared with £45 in 1940. See also 


page 4. 


Millinery 


Visit 


Millinery Fashions. Prices are 


Beown Th 


Buyer has 


just returned with 


THE NEW HATS 


Brown Thomas’ Millinery 
Salons to-morrow or during this 
week, There you will see many 
of the very latest Early-Spring 


moderate. 
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servitude on indictment from two years 
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